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Figure 10. Community services in and around Gertrude Street, 2009 (map and data collection by Simon Wollan and Jana Perkovic) 
 
 

The relationship between politically progressive local cultures and other factors that can limit gentrification – 

such as local housing characteristics, security of housing tenure and nature of local government – is an iterative 

one. In Fitzroy the combination was powerful enough for those involved to build on the strengths. They were 

instrumental in removing more land from the market, building more social housing, supporting the embedding 

of community services in the area and campaigning for a local government that also supported these initiatives. 

It becomes a self-reinforcing process. Fitzroy continued to attract people who wanted to live in a genuinely 

diverse area, and the support for these features continued.  

 

How deep does this legacy of activism and resistance to gentrification go? It appears that, in Fitzroy, the 

combination of sustained political activism with the increasingly entrenched institutional presence of social 

housing and services has perpetuated a self-selecting culture of continuing egalitarianism. Fitzroy is being 

overtaken in property prices by other parts of Melbourne more recently gentrified. If the eastern, ‘Paris end’ of 

Gertrude Street is marching westward, the western end is more than holding its ground: Yarra Community 

Housing is currently expanding with another 20 units (and a further 14 around the corner in Brunswick Street). 

Charcoal Lane the restaurant sits in right the middle, at the meeting point of the two cultures, reflecting and 

bearing in its very operation all the contradictions and possibilities of this story. In fact the two conflicting 
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cultures – that is, the new gentrifiers and the social housing and services – are still not all that opposed. The 

edge of the funkiest bars depends on the rawness of the street, and while this interaction may not keep the rents 

of properties in the market down forever, the proprietors of these venues have an interest in continuing the 

legacy of support for services for the marginalized. Is this entirely cynical? Or more to the point, does it have 

only a negative effect? 

 

As if to emphasise the contradictions and possibilities, the Gertrude Street Traders Association, which carries 

the tag, ‘Understanding place and self’, nominates its quest as ‘To Gertrufy’, which it defines as ‘The 

celebration of cultural, social and artistic diversity and community connectedness’ (figure 11). 

 

 
 

Figure 11. Flyer for the Gertrude Street Traders Association. 
 
 

The disconcertingly New Age element to the Association’s promotions, and its unfortunate use of the verb, is 

tempered by the list on its website of the organizations that make up its professed community. They include: the 
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City of Yarra, Fitzroy Legal Service, Turning Point, The Brotherhood of St Laurence, St Vincent's Health, 

Victorian Aboriginal Health Service, Koori Drug Info and the Fitzroy Learning Network. In the recent council-

mediated community discussions about Yarra Community Housing’s expansion, the focus has been entirely on 

issues of management and resident support. The voices actively against providing affordable housing in Fitzroy 

are few.  
 
Figure 12 shows a photograph taken last year. It could be 40 years ago, it could be 20 years on. It is a classic 

postmodern juxtaposition of contradictory images, always in transition, and ordinarily it would be easy to assess 

which is on the way in and which on the way out. Except that the old man has full security of tenure in decent 

housing just down the road, with health and other community services nearby to attend to all his needs, and if he 

chooses, he will see out his years in Gertrude Street. As will his successors, well into the foreseeable future.  

 

 
Figure 12. Gertrude Street Fitzroy (photo by Rodger Cummins, 2008) 
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